
FOR GIRLS WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT

a toolkit
to stop school pushout  



Se
xu

al
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t i
s 

an
y 

un
w

el
co

m
e 

co
nd

uc
t o

f a
 s

ex
ua

l n
at

ur
e,

 in
cl

ud
in

g:
 

 “J
ok

es
” 

 S
lu

rs
 

 “
C

at
ca

lli
ng

” 
 R

um
or

s 
 P

ic
tu

re
s 

 S
na

pp
ed

 b
ra

 s
tr

ap

Se
xu

al
 v

io
le

nc
e 

is
 a

 ty
pe

 o
f s

ex
ua

l h
ar

as
sm

en
t. 

It
 is

 a
ny

 p
hy

si
ca

l s
ex

ua
l  

ac
t c

om
m

itt
ed

 a
ga

in
st

 s
om

eo
ne

 w
ith

ou
t t

he
ir 

co
ns

en
t, 

in
cl

ud
in

g:
 F

or
ce

d 
ki

ss
in

g 
 

 F
or

ce
d 

se
x 

ac
ts

 
 R

ap
e

A
ny

on
e 

ca
n 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
se

xu
al

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t: 

 G
irl

s 
 B

oy
s 

 G
en

de
r-

no
n 

  
 

   
  

co
nf

or
m

in
g 

pe
op

le

A
ny

on
e 

ca
n 

be
 a

 h
ar

as
se

r: 
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

 A
du

lts
 

 P
eo

pl
e 

fr
om

  
  

 
   

  o
th

er
 s

ch
oo

ls

Se
xu

al
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t c
an

 h
ap

pe
n 

an
yw

he
re

:
 In

 c
la

ss
 

 A
t 

an
 a

w
ay

 g
am

e 
 D

ur
in

g 
a 

fie
ld

 t
rip

 O
n 

a 
bu

s 
 A

t 
a 

pa
rt

y 
 O

nl
in

e/
so

ci
al

 m
ed

ia

N
at

io
na

l s
ta

ti
st

ic
s 

sh
ow

 t
ha

t:
• 1

 in
 2

 g
irl

s 
in

 g
ra

de
s 

7-
12

 (
56

%
) 

 
  

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
se

xu
al

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t.1

•  1
 in

 5
 g

irl
s 

ag
es

 14
-1

8 
(2

1%
) 

 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e 

se
xu

al
 v

io
le

nc
e.

2   
Th

is
 p

er
ce

nt
ag

e 
is

 e
ve

n 
hi

gh
er

  
fo

r 
LG

B
TQ

 g
irl

s,
3  g

irl
s 

w
ho

 a
re

  
pr

eg
na

nt
 o

r 
pa

re
nt

in
g,

4  
an

d 
 

gi
rls

 w
ith

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

5

 

M
an

y 
gi

rls
 fa

ce
  

se
xu

al
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t  
in

 s
ch

oo
l.

SE
X

U
A

L 
H

A
R

A
SS

M
EN

T 
H

U
R

TS
 G

IR
LS

Fa
ls

e 
ac

cu
sa

ti
on

s 
 

ar
e 

ve
ry

 r
ar

e.
  

St
ud

ie
s 

re
pe

at
ed

ly
 

sh
ow

 t
ha

t 
as

 fe
w

 a
s 

2%
 o

f r
ap

e 
re

po
rt

s 
 

ar
e 

fa
ls

e.
6

Di
d y

ou 
kno

w?

C
A

N
 I 

U
SE

 T
H

IS
 T

O
O

LK
IT

 IF
 I’

M
 N

O
T 

A
 G

IR
L?

Ye
s,

 a
bs

ol
ut

el
y!

 S
ex

ua
l h

ar
as

sm
en

t 
 

a!
ec

ts
 g

ir
ls

 m
os

t 
of

te
n,

 b
ut

 it
 c

an
  

ha
pp

en
 t

o 
an

yo
ne

. 

SE
X

U
A

L 
H

A
R

A
SS

M
EN

T 
 

SH
O

U
LD

N
’T

 B
E 

TH
E 

EN
D

  
O

F 
A

N
YO

N
E’

S 
ED

U
C

A
TI

O
N

.

E
ve

ry
on

e 
d

es
er

ve
s 

to
 le

ar
n 

an
d

 b
e 

tr
ea

te
d

  
w

it
h 

re
sp

ec
t 

at
 s

ch
oo

l.

B
ut

 s
om

et
im

es
 s

ch
oo

ls
 ig

no
re

 o
r 

ev
en

 p
un

is
h 

 
g

ir
ls

 w
he

n 
th

ey
 r

ep
or

t 
se

xu
al

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t, 

 
in

cl
ud

in
g

 s
ex

ua
l v

io
le

nc
e.

Th
is

 t
el

ls
 g

ir
ls

 t
ha

t 
sc

ho
ol

 is
n’

t 
a 

sa
fe

 p
la

ce
  

fo
r 

th
em

. T
ha

t’s
 d

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n,
 a

nd
 it

’s
  

ag
ai

ns
t 

th
e 

la
w

.

Th
is

 t
oo

lk
it

 w
ill

 h
el

p
 y

ou
 fi

nd
 o

ut
 if

 y
ou

r 
 

sc
ho

ol
 t

re
at

s 
g

ir
ls

 u
nf

ai
rl

y 
w

he
n 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
 

b
ee

n 
se

xu
al

ly
 h

ar
as

se
d

. 

U
se

 t
hi

s 
g

ui
d

e 
to

 le
ar

n 
w

ha
t 

yo
ur

 r
ig

ht
s 

 
ar

e,
 h

ow
 t

o 
ch

an
g

e 
yo

ur
 s

ch
oo

l’s
 p

ol
ic

ie
s,

  
an

d
 w

he
re

 t
o 

fin
d

 h
el

p
 f

or
 s

ex
ua

l h
ar

as
sm

en
t.

1



 
C

iv
il 

ri
gh

ts
 la

w
s 

sa
y 

sc
ho

ol
s 

ca
n’

t t
re

at
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

 
 

un
fa

irl
y 

ba
se

d 
on

 th
in

gs
 li

ke
 s

ex
 o

r r
ac

e.
 T

he
se

 la
w

s 
ap

pl
y 

to
:

 
• 

Tr
ad

iti
on

al
 p

ub
lic

 s
ch

oo
ls

 
• 

Pu
bl

ic
 c

ha
rt

er
 s

ch
oo

ls
 

• 
 Pr

iv
at

e 
sc

ho
ol

s 
th

at
 g

et
 m

on
ey

 fr
om

 th
e 

fe
de

ra
l g

ov
er

nm
en

t  
to

 p
ay

 fo
r t

hi
ng

s 
lik

e 
bo

ok
s 

an
d 

m
ea

ls

 
Ti

tle
 IX

 p
ro

te
ct

s 
st

ud
en

ts
 fr

om
 d

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n 
ba

se
d 

on
  

 
se

x,
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

se
xu

al
 o

rie
nt

at
io

n 
an

d 
ge

nd
er

 id
en

tit
y.

8   
 

Se
xu

al
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t i
s 

a 
ty

pe
 o

f s
ex

 d
is

cr
im

in
at

io
n.

 

 
 

 •
  If

 y
ou

 a
re

 c
is

ge
nd

er
, y

ou
r g

en
de

r i
de

nt
ity

 m
at

ch
es

  
th

e 
se

x 
yo

u 
w

er
e 

as
si

gn
ed

 a
t b

irt
h.

 
 

 •
  If

 y
ou

 a
re

 tr
an

sg
en

de
r, 

yo
ur

 g
en

de
r i

de
nt

ity
 is

  
di
!

er
en

t f
ro

m
 th

e 
se

x 
yo

u 
w

er
e 

as
si

gn
ed

 a
t b

irt
h.

 
 

 •
  If

 y
ou

 a
re

 g
en

de
r-

no
nc

on
fo

rm
in

g,
 y

ou
 d

on
’t 

 
id

en
tif

y 
as

 a
 g

irl
 o

r b
oy

.

 
 Ti

tle
 V

I p
ro

te
ct

s 
st

ud
en

ts
 fr

om
 d

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n 
ba

se
d 

on
 th

ei
r  

ra
ce

, c
ol

or
, o

r c
ou

nt
ry

 o
f o

rig
in

. T
hi

s 
in

cl
ud

es
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

of
 c

ol
or

  
an

d 
st

ud
en

ts
 fr

om
 im

m
ig

ra
nt

 fa
m

ili
es

.

 
Ti

tle
 II

 a
nd

 S
ec

tio
n 

50
4 

pr
ot

ec
t s

tu
de

nt
s 

fr
om

 d
is

cr
im

in
at

io
n 

 
 

ba
se

d 
on

 th
ei

r d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

 T
hi

s 
in

cl
ud

es
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

w
ith

 m
en

ta
l  

 
or

 p
hy

si
ca

l d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

Pr
ote

ct 
St

ude
nts

.
FE

D
ER

A
L 

C
IV

IL
 R

IG
H

TS
 L

AW
S

3

Sh
or

t-
te

rm
 h

ea
lt

h 
e!

ec
ts

: S
ex

ua
l h

ar
as

sm
en

t 
ca

n 
ca

us
e 

in
ju

rie
s,

 s
ex

ua
lly

 
tr

an
sm

itt
ed

 in
fe

ct
io

ns
 (

ST
Is

),
 a

nd
 u

nw
an

te
d 

pr
eg

na
nc

y.
 It

 c
an

 a
ls

o 
le

ad
 t

o 
an

xi
et

y,
 d

ep
re

ss
io

n,
 p

os
t-

tr
au

m
at

ic
 s

tr
es

s 
di

so
rd

er
 (

PT
SD

),
 a

nd
 s

el
f-

ha
rm

.

Lo
ng

-t
er

m
 h

ea
lt

h 
e!

ec
ts

: G
irl

s 
w

ho
 a

re
 s

ex
ua

lly
 h

ar
as

se
d 

ar
e 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 d

ev
el

op
 c

hr
on

ic
 p

ai
n,

 d
ia

be
te

s,
 e

at
in

g 
di

so
rd

er
s,

 a
nd

 o
be

si
ty

. T
he

y 
 

al
so

 fa
ce

 a
 h

ig
he

r 
ris

k 
in

 t
he

 lo
ng

er
 r

un
 o

f a
lc

oh
ol

/d
ru

g 
ab

us
e,

 s
m

ok
in

g,
 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

ab
us

e,
 a

nd
 h

av
in

g 
un

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
se

x.

Sc
ho

ol
 p

us
ho

ut
: S

ex
ua

l h
ar

as
sm

en
t 

a!
ec

ts
 g

irl
s’

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 s

uc
ce

ed
 a

nd
 

st
ay

 in
 s

ch
oo

l. 
G

irl
s 

w
ho

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

se
xu

al
 v

io
le

nc
e 

ar
e 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
  

ha
ve

 t
ro

ub
le

 s
tu

dy
in

g,
 m

is
s 

sc
ho

ol
, o

r 
ge

t 
in

 t
ro

ub
le

 a
t 

sc
ho

ol
.7  

Th
at

’s
 w

hy
 it

’s
 s

o 
im

po
rt

an
t 

fo
r 

sc
ho

ol
s 

to
 p

re
ve

nt
 a

nd
 s

to
p 

se
xu

al
  

ha
ra

ss
m

en
t.

A
nd

 t
ha

t’
s 

w
hy

 it
’s

 im
po

rt
an

t 
fo

r 
yo

u 
to

 a
sk

 fo
r 

he
lp

 
if 

yo
u’

ve
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

ed
 s

ex
ua

l h
ar

as
sm

en
t!

Se
xu

al
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t 
hu

rt
s 

gi
rl

s 
an

d 
 

th
ei

r 
ab

ili
ty

 t
o 

sta
y i

n s
cho

ol.

2



H
A

V
E 

YO
U

 B
EE

N
  

SE
X

U
A

LL
Y

 H
A

R
A

SS
ED

?

Ti
tle

 IX
 r

eq
ui

re
s 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l t

o 
in

ve
st

ig
at

e 
an

y 
re

po
rt

 o
f s

ex
ua

l  
ha

ra
ss

m
en

t 
to

 fi
nd

 o
ut

 if
 t

he
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t 
ha

s 
cr

ea
te

d 
a 

ho
st

ile
  

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t. 

A
 h

os
til

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t 
ex

is
ts

 w
he

n 
se

xu
al

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t 

 
ha

s 
m

ad
e 

it 
ha

rd
er

 fo
r 

yo
u 

to
 le

ar
n 

or
 s

ta
y 

in
 s

ch
oo

l. 

Yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l m

us
t 

in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

se
xu

al
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t, 
re

ga
rd

le
ss

 o
f:

 W
he

re
 it

 h
ap

pe
ne

d 
(i

nc
lu

di
ng

 a
w

ay
 fr

om
 s

ch
oo

l a
nd

 o
nl

in
e)

   W
ho

 y
ou

r 
ha

ra
ss

er
 is

 (
in

cl
ud

in
g 

pe
op

le
 w

ho
 a

re
n’

t 
pa

rt
 o

f y
ou

r 
 

sc
ho

ol
, a

s 
lo

ng
 a

s 
th

e 
ha

ra
ss

m
en

t 
oc

cu
rr

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
a 

sc
ho

ol
 tr

ip
  

or
 a

ct
iv

ity
) 

   W
he

th
er

 t
he

 p
ol

ic
e 

ar
e 

st
ill

 in
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
or

 d
ec

id
ed

 n
ot

 t
o 

 
in

ve
st

ig
at

e

If 
yo

u 
th

in
k 

yo
u’

ve
 b

ee
n 

se
xu

al
ly

 h
ar

as
se

d 
an

d 
yo

u 
w

an
t 

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
  

to
 p

ro
te

ct
 y

ou
, y

ou
 s

ho
ul

d 
te

ll 
an

 a
du

lt 
yo

u 
tr

us
t a

t 
sc

ho
ol

.

Yo
u 

sh
ou

ld
 a

ls
o 

te
ll 

yo
ur

 p
rin

ci
pa

l o
r 

as
si

st
an

t p
rin

ci
pa

l:

Yo
u 

ha
ve

 r
ig

ht
s 

un
de

r 
Ti

tle
 IX

 e
ve

n 
if 

yo
u 

do
n’

t 
ta

lk
 t

o 
yo

ur
 p

rin
ci

pa
l o

r 
 

as
si

st
an

t 
pr

in
ci

pa
l, 

an
d 

ev
en

 if
 y

ou
 d

on
’t 

sa
y 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
 in

 t
he

 s
pe

ec
h 

 
bu

bb
le

. T
itl

e 
IX

 p
ro

te
ct

s 
yo

u 
as

 lo
ng

 a
s 

yo
u 

te
ll 

an
 a

du
lt 

at
 s

ch
oo

l t
ha

t 
 

yo
u 

w
er

e 
se

xu
al

ly
 h

ar
as

se
d.

“I
 w

as
 s

ex
ua

lly
 h

ar
as

se
d,

 a
nd

 n
ow

  
I’m

 fa
ci

ng
 a

 h
os

til
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t a

t s
ch

oo
l. 

 
A

s 
a 

re
sp

on
si

bl
e 

em
pl

oy
ee

 u
nd

er
 T

itl
e 

IX
,  

ca
n 

yo
u 

co
nn

ec
t m

e 
to

 th
e 

Ti
tle

 IX
  

co
or

di
na

to
r?

 I 
w

an
t t

o 
fil

e 
a 

co
m

pl
ai

nt
  

an
d 

as
k 

fo
r a

n 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n.

”

 
 

 YO
U

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L 
D

IS
TR

IC
T 

 
M

U
ST

 H
AV

E 
TH

E 
3P

’S
. 

Pe
rs

on
 D

oe
s 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l d

is
tr

ic
t h

av
e 

a 
Ti

tle
 IX

 c
oo

rd
in

at
or

? 
 

 Th
is

 p
er

so
n 

is
 in

 c
ha

rg
e 

of
 m

ak
in

g 
su

re
 t

ha
t 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l d

is
tr

ic
t 

fo
llo

w
s 

Ti
tle

 IX
.  

Th
e 

Ti
tle

 IX
 c

oo
rd

in
at

or
’s

 n
am

e,
 p

ho
ne

, e
m

ai
l, 

an
d 

ad
dr

es
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
on

 y
ou

r 
sc

ho
ol

’s
 w

eb
si

te
 a

nd
 in

 y
ou

r 
st

ud
en

t 
ha

nd
bo

ok
.

  I
s 

th
e 

Ti
tle

 IX
 c

oo
rd

in
at

or
 a

 d
i!

er
en

t p
er

so
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
’s

 la
w

ye
r  

(“
ge

ne
ra

l c
ou

ns
el

”)
 o

r a
th

le
tic

s 
di

re
ct

or
?

 
 If 

th
ey

’re
 t

he
 s

am
e 

pe
rs

on
, t

he
ir 

ot
he

r 
ro

le
 m

ig
ht

 m
ak

e 
it 

ha
rd

er
 fo

r 
 

th
em

 t
o 

be
 fa

ir 
to

 y
ou

. T
hi

s 
is

 c
al

le
d 

a 
co

nfl
ic

t o
f i

nt
er

es
t.

Po
lic

y
 D

oe
s 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l d

is
tr

ic
t h

av
e 

a 
po

lic
y 

ag
ai

ns
t s

ex
 d

is
cr

im
in

at
io

n?
 

 Th
is

 n
on

di
sc

rim
in

at
io

n 
po

lic
y 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
on

 y
ou

r 
sc

ho
ol

’s
 w

eb
si

te
 a

nd
 in

  
yo

ur
 s

tu
de

nt
 h

an
db

oo
k.

 

Pr
oc

ed
ur

e
  D

oe
s 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l d

is
tr

ic
t h

av
e 

a 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

to
 a

dd
re

ss
 c

om
pl

ai
nt

s 
of

 s
ex

ua
l  

ha
ra

ss
m

en
t?

  T
hi

s 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

 p
ro

ce
du

re
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 o
n 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l’s

 w
eb

si
te

  
an

d 
in

 y
ou

r 
st

ud
en

t 
ha

nd
bo

ok
.

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 *
  

* 
 *

  D
id

 y
ou

r s
ch

oo
l g

iv
e 

yo
u 

th
is

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

in
 a

no
th

er
 la

ng
ua

ge
 o

r f
or

m
at

 if
 

yo
u 

ne
ed

ed
 it

? 
 T

itl
e 

V
I p

ro
te

ct
s 

st
ud

en
ts

, p
ar

en
ts

, a
nd

 g
ua

rd
ia

ns
 w

ho
 a

re
  

le
ar

ni
ng

 E
ng

lis
h.

 T
itl

e 
II 

an
d 

Se
ct

io
n 

50
4 

pr
ot

ec
t 

st
ud

en
ts

, p
ar

en
ts

, a
nd

  
gu

ar
di

an
s 

w
ith

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

3P
’sH

ow
 to

 u
se

 t
hi

s 
 

ch
ec

kl
is

t 
(p

. 5
-1

1)
:

 
 =

  A
n 

an
sw

er
 o

f Y
ES

  
m

ea
ns

 y
ou

r s
ch

oo
l  

is
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

th
e 

la
w

.
 

 =
  A

n 
an

sw
er

 o
f N

O
  

 
 

m
ea

ns
 y

ou
r s

ch
oo

l i
s  

 
 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
th

e 
la

w
.

4
5

IS
 Y

O
U

R
 

SC
H

O
O

L  
FO

LL
O

W
IN

G
 

TH
E 

LA
W

?



YO
U

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L 
M

U
ST

  
FO

LL
O

W
 T

IP
 O

N
C

E 
IT

’S
  

B
EE

N
 T

IP
PE

D
 O

FF
 A

B
O

U
T 

 
SE

X
U

A
L 

H
A

R
A

SS
M

EN
T.

TI
P

Te
ll 

yo
u 

ab
ou

t 
Ti

tl
e 

IX
  A

ft
er

 y
ou

 t
al

ke
d 

to
 y

ou
r 

pr
in

ci
pa

l o
r 

as
si

st
an

t p
rin

ci
pa

l (
se

e 
p.

4)
,  

di
d 

th
ey

 c
on

ne
ct

 y
ou

 t
o 

yo
ur

 T
itl

e 
IX

 c
oo

rd
in

at
or

?

 D
id

 y
ou

r 
Ti

tle
 IX

 c
oo

rd
in

at
or

 e
xp

la
in

 y
ou

r 
Ti

tle
 IX

 r
ig

ht
s 

to
 y

ou
? 

 
 

 H
ow

 t
o 

fil
e 

a 
w

rit
te

n 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

 w
ith

 t
he

 s
ch

oo
l?

 
 

 H
ow

 t
o 

fil
e 

a 
po

lic
e 

re
po

rt
 if

 y
ou

 w
an

t?
 

 
 W

ha
t 

a 
Ti

tle
 IX

 in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
lo

ok
s 

lik
e?

 
 

 T
ha

t 
yo

ur
 s

ch
oo

l m
us

t 
pr

ot
ec

t 
yo

u 
fr

om
 re

ta
lia

tio
n?

 
 

 
Th

is
 m

ea
ns

 n
o 

on
e 

ca
n 

bu
lly

 o
r 

pu
ni

sh
 y

ou
 b

ec
au

se
  

 
 

yo
u 

re
po

rt
ed

 t
he

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t.

In
ve

st
ig

at
e

 D
id

 y
ou

r 
sc

ho
ol

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

yo
ur

 c
om

pl
ai

nt
 r

ig
ht

 a
w

ay
, e

ve
n 

if:
 

 
 I

t 
ha

pp
en

ed
 a

w
ay

 fr
om

 s
ch

oo
l o

r 
on

lin
e?

 
 

 Y
ou

r 
ha

ra
ss

er
 is

n’
t p

ar
t o

f y
ou

r s
ch

oo
l, 

as
 lo

ng
 a

s 
th

e 
 

 
 

ha
ra

ss
m

en
t 

ha
pp

en
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

a 
sc

ho
ol

 tr
ip

 o
r a

ct
iv

ity
? 

 
 T

he
 p

ol
ic

e 
ar

e 
st

ill
 in

ve
st

ig
at

in
g 

or
 h

av
e 

de
ci

de
d 

no
t 

 
 

 
to

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e?

Pr
ot

ec
t 

(n
ot

 P
un

is
h)

 D
id

 y
ou

r 
sc

ho
ol

 d
is

co
ur

ag
e 

yo
u 

fr
om

 fi
lin

g 
a 

co
m

pl
ai

nt
? 

 
 A

sk
 y

ou
 n

ot
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

yo
ur

 h
ar

as
se

r 
or

 s
ch

oo
l l

oo
k 

ba
d?

 
 

 T
el

l y
ou

 t
ha

t 
it 

w
as

 y
ou

r 
fa

ul
t 

or
 t

ha
t 

it 
w

as
n’

t 
a 

bi
g 

de
al

? 
 

 T
el

l y
ou

 o
r 

fo
rc

e 
yo

u 
to

 t
ak

e 
tim

e 
o!

, t
ra

ns
fe

r 
to

 a
no

th
er

  
 

 
sc

ho
ol

, o
r 

go
 t

o 
an

 “
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
sc

ho
ol

”?
  

 
 

N
o 

on
e 

ca
n 

fo
rc

e 
yo

u 
to

 le
av

e 
yo

ur
 s

ch
oo

l. 
H

ow
ev

er
, y

ou
  

 
 

ha
ve

 t
he

 r
ig

ht
 t

o 
ch

an
ge

 s
ch

oo
ls

 if
 y

ou
 w

an
t 

to
. 

 
 T

hr
ea

te
n 

to
 r

ep
or

t 
yo

u 
or

 y
ou

r 
fa

m
ily

 t
o 

th
e 

po
lic

e 
 

 
 

or
 im

m
ig

ra
tio

n 
o"

ce
rs

 (
“I

C
E”

 o
r 

“l
a 

m
ig

ra
”)

?

 D
id

 y
ou

r 
sc

ho
ol

 p
un

is
h 

yo
u 

fo
r: 

 
 H

av
in

g 
se

xu
al

 c
on

ta
ct

 a
t 

sc
ho

ol
 (

“i
nd

ec
en

t/
ob

sc
en

e 
 

 
 

co
nd

uc
t”

)?
 

 
 D

ef
en

di
ng

 y
ou

rs
el

f a
ga

in
st

 y
ou

r 
ha

ra
ss

er
? 

 
 M

is
si

ng
 c

la
ss

 t
o 

av
oi

d 
yo

ur
 h

ar
as

se
r, 

in
st

ea
d 

of
 g

iv
in

g 
 

 
 

yo
u 

an
 e

xc
us

ed
 a

bs
en

ce
? 

 
 T

el
lin

g 
pe

op
le

 a
bo

ut
 w

ha
t 

ha
pp

en
ed

 t
o 

yo
u?

 
 

 
Th

is
 is

 c
al

le
d 

a 
ga

g 
or

de
r, 

an
d 

it
’s

 a
ga

in
st

 t
he

 la
w

 fo
r 

yo
ur

  
 

 
sc

ho
ol

 t
o 

or
de

r 
yo

u 
to

 k
ee

p 
w

ha
t 

ha
pp

en
ed

 a
 s

ec
re

t.

 If
 y

ou
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

ed
 s

ex
ua

l v
io

le
nc

e,
 d

id
 y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
 p

ut
 y

ou
  

 
in

 m
ed

ia
tio

n 
or

 c
on

fli
ct

 re
so

lu
tio

n 
w

ith
 y

ou
r 

ha
ra

ss
er

? 
 

M
ed

ia
tio

n 
an

d 
co

nfl
ic

t 
re

so
lu

tio
n 

ar
e 

ne
ve

r 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 t
o 

 
 

ad
dr

es
s 

se
xu

al
 v

io
le

nc
e.

 Y
ou

 h
av

e 
a 

rig
ht

 t
o 

sa
y 

no
 t

o 
m

ed
ia

tio
n 

 
 

an
d 

co
nfl

ic
t 

re
so

lu
tio

n,
 e

ve
n 

if 
yo

u’
ve

 a
lre

ad
y 

st
ar

te
d 

it.

6
7



YO
U

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L 
M

U
ST

  
K

EE
P 

YO
U

 S
A

FE
 A

FT
ER

  
YO

U
 R

EP
O

R
T 

SE
X

U
A

L 
 

H
A

R
A

SS
M

EN
T.

 

SA
FE

Sc
he

du
le

s
  D

id
 y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
 m

ak
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
ch

an
ge

s 
to

 y
ou

r 
an

d/
or

  
yo

ur
 h

ar
as

se
r’s

 s
ch

ed
ul

e(
s)

 t
o 

ke
ep

 t
he

m
 a

w
ay

 fr
om

 y
ou

? 
 D

ur
in

g 
cl

as
s?

 
 B

et
w

ee
n 

cl
as

se
s 

(e
.g

., 
lu

nc
h,

 b
re

ak
s,

 in
 t

he
 h

al
lw

ay
s)

? 
 D

ur
in

g 
yo

ur
 s

ch
oo

l a
ct

iv
iti

es
 (

e.
g.

, c
lu

bs
, s

po
rt

s)
? 

 A
t 

sc
ho

ol
-w

id
e 

ev
en

ts
 (

e.
g.

, a
ss

em
bl

ie
s,

 d
an

ce
s,

 s
po

rt
s 

 
 

ga
m

es
)?

 
 B

ef
or

e 
an

d 
af

te
r 

sc
ho

ol
 (

e.
g.

, o
n 

th
e 

bu
s)

?

A
ca

de
m

ic
s

 If
 it

 w
as

 h
ar

de
r 

fo
r 

yo
u 

to
 le

ar
n 

or
 g

et
 g

oo
d 

gr
ad

es
 b

ec
au

se
  

 
of

 t
he

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t, 

di
d 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l o

!
er

 y
ou

 h
el

p?
 

 
Fo

r 
ex

am
pl

e,
 h

er
e 

ar
e 

so
m

e 
th

in
gs

 y
ou

r 
sc

ho
ol

 c
an

 g
iv

e 
yo

u:
 

 
  

Ex
tr

a 
tu

to
rin

g 
 

  
M

or
e 

tim
e 

to
 d

o 
ho

m
ew

or
k 

or
 t

ak
e 

a 
te

st
 

 
  

A
 c

ha
nc

e 
to

 r
ed

o 
ho

m
ew

or
k 

or
 r

et
ak

e 
a 

te
st

 
 

  
A

 h
al

l p
as

s 
w

he
n 

yo
u 

ne
ed

 t
o 

ta
ke

 a
 b

re
ak

 fr
om

 c
la

ss
  

 
 

or
 g

o 
ta

lk
 t

o 
yo

ur
 g

ui
da

nc
e 

co
un

se
lo

r 
or

 t
he

ra
pi

st

  If
 y

ou
 s

ta
rt

ed
 m

is
si

ng
 c

la
ss

  
be

ca
us

e 
of

 t
he

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t, 

 
di

d 
yo

ur
 s

ch
oo

l e
xc

us
e 

th
os

e 
ab

se
nc

es
?

  W
er

e 
yo

u 
al

lo
w

ed
 t

o 
ke

ep
  

go
in

g 
to

 c
la

ss
 a

nd
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

in
g 

in
 s

ch
oo

l a
ct

iv
iti

es
, e

ve
n 

if:
 

  Y
ou

r 
gr

ad
es

 o
r 

at
te

nd
an

ce
 

st
ar

te
d 

to
 d

ro
p?

 
  Y

ou
 b

ec
am

e 
pr

eg
na

nt
?

Fr
ee

 c
ou

ns
el

in
g

  D
id

 y
ou

r 
sc

ho
ol

 o
!

er
 y

ou
 fr

ee
 

co
un

se
lin

g?

En
fo

rc
em

en
t

 D
id

 y
ou

r 
sc

ho
ol

 m
ak

e 
su

re
 t

ha
t: 

 
  Y

ou
r 

ha
ra

ss
er

 s
ta

ye
d 

aw
ay

 
fr

om
 y

ou
?

 
  Y

ou
 a

nd
 y

ou
r 

ha
ra

ss
er

’s
 

te
ac

he
rs

 k
ne

w
 a

bo
ut

 a
ny

 
ac

co
m

m
od

at
io

ns
  t

he
 

sc
ho

ol
 p

ut
 in

 p
la

ce
 fo

r 
yo

u?
 

  N
o 

on
e 

at
 s

ch
oo

l b
ul

lie
d 

or
 

pu
ni

sh
ed

 y
ou

 b
ec

au
se

 y
ou

 
re

po
rt

ed
 t

he
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t?
 

 
 

 Th
is

 is
 c

al
le

d 
re

ta
lia

tio
n,

  
an

d 
it

’s
 a

ga
in

st
 t

he
 la

w
.

A
ft

er
 y

ou
 r

ep
or

t 
se

xu
al

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t, 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l m

us
t 

pr
ov

id
e 

 
yo

u 
w

ith
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
io

ns
 t

ha
t 

he
lp

 y
ou

 le
ar

n 
an

d 
st

ay
 in

 s
ch

oo
l, 

ev
en

 b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
 h

as
 fi

ni
sh

ed
 it

s 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n.

 

Yo
u 

ha
ve

 a
 r

ig
ht

 t
o 

th
es

e 
ac

co
m

m
od

at
io

ns
, r

eg
ar

dl
es

s 
of

: 
 W

he
th

er
 y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
 is

 s
til

l i
nv

es
tig

at
in

g 
or

 h
as

n’
t 

st
ar

te
d 

ye
t 

 W
he

th
er

 t
he

 p
ol

ic
e 

ar
e 

st
ill

 in
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
or

 h
av

e 
de

ci
de

d 
 

 
no

t 
to

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

 W
he

re
 it

 h
ap

pe
ne

d 
(i

nc
lu

di
ng

 a
w

ay
 fr

om
 s

ch
oo

l a
nd

 o
nl

in
e)

 
  W

ho
 y

ou
r 

ha
ra

ss
er

 is
 (

in
cl

ud
in

g 
pe

op
le

 w
ho

 a
re

n’
t 

pa
rt

 o
f  

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l, 

as
 lo

ng
 a

s 
th

e 
ha

ra
ss

m
en

t 
oc

cu
rr

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
a 

sc
ho

ol
 tr

ip
 o

r a
ct

iv
ity

)

W
ha

t 
if 

yo
u 

ne
ed

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
io

ns
,  

bu
t 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l w

on
’t

 h
el

p 
yo

u 
un

de
r 

Ti
tl

e 
IX

?
If 

yo
u 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
a 

m
en

ta
l d

is
ab

ili
ty

 li
ke

 a
nx

ie
ty

 o
r 

de
pr

es
si

on
  

be
ca

us
e 

of
 t

he
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t, 
yo

u 
ar

e 
al

so
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

 b
y 

 
Se

ct
io

n 
50

4.
 T

el
l y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
: 

“I
 h

av
e 

a 
m

en
ta

l d
is

ab
ili

ty
 th

at
  

su
bs

ta
nt

ia
lly

 li
m

its
 m

y 
ab

ili
ty

 to
 le

ar
n.

  
Se

ct
io

n 
50

4 
sa

ys
 I 

ha
ve

 th
e 

rig
ht

 to
 a

  
50

4 
pl

an
 w

ith
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
io

ns
.”

8
9



YO
U

R
 T

IT
LE

 IX
  

IN
V

ES
TI

G
A

TI
O

N
  

M
U

ST
 F

O
LL

O
W

 F
TW

.

FT
W

Fa
ir 

pr
oc

es
s

 D
id

 y
ou

r s
ch

oo
l fi

ni
sh

 y
ou

r i
nv

es
tig

at
io

n 
on

 ti
m

e?
 

 
 C

he
ck

 y
ou

r s
ch

oo
l’s

 c
om

pl
ai

nt
 p

ro
ce

du
re

. M
an

y 
sc

ho
ol

s 
ha

ve
  

a 
tim

e 
fr

am
e 

of
 10

 to
 3

0
 s

ch
oo

l d
ay

s 
to

 fi
ni

sh
 a

n 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n.

  D
id

 a
n 

in
ve

st
ig

at
or

 c
ol

le
ct

 e
vi

de
nc

e 
fr

om
 y

ou
 a

nd
 in

te
rv

ie
w

  
yo

u 
an

d 
yo

ur
 w

itn
es

se
s?

 T
he

 in
ve

st
ig

at
or

 m
ay

 b
e 

a 
di
!

er
en

t  
pe

rs
on

 fr
om

 th
e 

Ti
tle

 IX
 c

oo
rd

in
at

or
.

 D
id

 y
ou

 a
nd

 y
ou

r h
ar

as
se

r h
av

e 
eq

ua
l r

ig
ht

s?
  F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

  
 

bo
th

 o
f y

ou
 m

us
t e

ith
er

 b
e 

al
lo

w
ed

 o
r n

ot
 a

llo
w

ed
 to

:

 
  

B
rin

g 
an

 a
dv

is
or

 (o
r “

su
pp

or
t p

er
so

n”
 o

r l
aw

ye
r)

 w
ith

 y
ou

 
 T

al
k 

w
ith

 y
ou

r a
dv

is
or

 d
ur

in
g 

yo
ur

 in
te

rv
ie

w

 D
id

 y
ou

r s
ch

oo
l h

el
p 

yo
u 

if 
yo

u 
ne

ed
ed

 a
n 

in
te

rp
re

te
r o

r  
 

tr
an

sl
at

or
? 

  T
itl

e 
V

I p
ro

te
ct

s 
st

ud
en

ts
, p

ar
en

ts
, a

nd
 g

ua
rd

ia
ns

 
 w

ho
 a

re
 le

ar
ni

ng
 E

ng
lis

h.
 T

itl
e 

II 
an

d 
Se

ct
io

n 
50

4 
pr

ot
ec

t  
st

ud
en

ts
, p

ar
en

ts
, a

nd
 g

ua
rd

ia
ns

 w
ith

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s.

Tr
au

m
a-

in
fo

rm
ed

It’
s 

no
rm

al
 to

 fe
el

 a
sh

am
ed

 o
r t

ra
um

at
iz

ed
 b

ec
au

se
 o

f s
ex

ua
l  

ha
ra

ss
m

en
t. 

B
ut

 a
 tr

au
m

a-
in

fo
rm

ed
 in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

do
es

n’
t b

la
m

e 
 

yo
u 

or
 m

ak
e 

yo
u 

fe
el

 w
or

se
. R

em
em

be
r, 

se
xu

al
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t i
s 

 
ne

ve
r t

he
 v

ic
tim

’s
 fa

ul
t.

  D
id

 th
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
or

 re
ly

 o
n 

a 
se

x 
st

er
eo

ty
pe

 to
 s

ug
ge

st
 th

at
 th

e 
 

ha
ra

ss
m

en
t w

as
 y

ou
r f

au
lt 

be
ca

us
e 

of
 h

ow
 y

ou
 lo

ok
ed

 o
r a

ct
ed

?

 “
B

oy
s 

w
ill

 b
e 

bo
ys

.” 
 “

It 
w

as
 ju

st
 a

 jo
ke

/c
om

pl
im

en
t.”

 
 “

Yo
u 

w
er

e 
as

ki
ng

 fo
r i

t.”
 

  “
W

hy
 w

er
e 

yo
u 

al
on

e 
w

ith
 h

im
?”

 
 “

W
ha

t w
er

e 
yo

u 
w

ea
rin

g?
” 

 “
W

hy
 w

er
e 

yo
u 

dr
in

ki
ng

?”
 “

W
hy

 d
id

 y
ou

 k
is

s 
hi

m
?”

 
 “

H
av

e 
yo

u 
ha

d 
an

y 
bo

yf
rie

nd
s?

”

   D
id

 th
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
or

 u
se

 a
ny

 o
th

er
 s

te
re

ot
yp

e(
s)

 to
 s

ug
ge

st
  

th
at

 th
e 

ha
ra

ss
m

en
t w

as
 y

ou
r f

au
lt?

 F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 b

ec
au

se
  

“g
irl

s 
lik

e 
yo

u”
 a

re
 “

m
or

e 
pr

om
is

cu
ou

s,”
 “

le
ss

 in
no

ce
nt

,” 
or

  
“li

ke
 th

e 
at

te
nt

io
n”

? 
Ti

tle
 V

I p
ro

te
ct

s 
st

ud
en

ts
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

ra
ce

,  
co

lo
r, 

na
tio

na
l o

rig
in

. T
itl

e 
IX

 p
ro

te
ct

s 
LG

BT
Q

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
an

d 
 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ho

 a
re

 p
re

gn
an

t o
r p

ar
en

tin
g.

 T
itl

e 
II 

an
d 

 
Se

ct
io

n 
50

4 
pr

ot
ec

t s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ith
 d

is
ab

ili
tie

s.

Se
xu

al
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t 
is

 n
ev

er
 t

he
 v

ic
ti

m
’s

 fa
ul

t.
N

o 
on

e 
ev

er
 d

es
er

ve
s 

to
 b

e 
ha

ra
ss

ed
 b

ec
au

se
 o

f h
ow

 t
he

y 
 

lo
ok

 o
r 

ac
t. 

 It
’s

 n
ev

er
 y

ou
r 

fa
ul

t 
if 

yo
u 

ar
e 

se
xu

al
ly

 h
ar

as
se

d.

If 
th

e 
in

ve
st

ig
at

or
 b

la
m

es
 y

ou
 fo

r 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 y
ou

 d
id

 o
r 

di
dn

’t 
 

do
, y

ou
 c

an
 s

pe
ak

 u
p 

fo
r 

yo
ur

se
lf 

an
d 

ex
pl

ai
n 

yo
ur

 p
oi

nt
 o

f  
vi

ew
. F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e:

• 
“I

 d
id

n’
t 

fig
ht

 b
ac

k 
be

ca
us

e 
I w

as
 t

oo
 s

ca
re

d 
to

 m
ov

e.
”

• 
“I

 d
id

n’
t 

te
ll 

an
yo

ne
 a

t 
fir

st
 b

ec
au

se
 I 

th
ou

gh
t 

no
 o

ne
  

 
w

ou
ld

 b
el

ie
ve

 m
e.

”
• 

“I
 a

ct
ed

 li
ke

 I 
w

as
 fi

ne
 (

or
 I 

st
ay

ed
 fr

ie
nd

s 
w

ith
 h

im
) 

 
 

af
te

rw
ar

ds
 b

ec
au

se
 I 

w
an

te
d 

to
 p

re
te

nd
 it

 n
ev

er
 h

ap
pe

ne
d.

”
• 

“I
 w

as
 s

til
l g

et
tin

g 
go

od
 g

ra
de

s,
 b

ut
 it

 w
as

 m
uc

h 
ha

rd
er

  
 

to
 s

tu
dy

.”

W
rit

te
n 

de
ci

si
on

 D
id

 y
ou

r s
ch

oo
l t

el
l b

ot
h 

of
 y

ou
 in

 w
rit

in
g 

at
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

tim
e:

 
  

If 
yo

ur
 h

ar
as

se
r v

io
la

te
d 

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
’s

 c
od

e 
of

 c
on

du
ct

?
 

 I
f y

ou
 c

an
 a

pp
ea

l y
ou

r s
ch

oo
l’s

 d
ec

is
io

n,
 a

nd
, i

f s
o,

  
 

 
ho

w
 to

 a
pp

ea
l?

 If
 y

ou
r s

ch
oo

l t
hi

nk
s 

yo
u 

w
er

e 
se

xu
al

ly
 h

ar
as

se
d,

 d
id

 it
 te

ll 
yo

u:
 

  
W

ha
t i

t w
ill

 d
o 

to
 k

ee
p 

yo
u 

sa
fe

?
 

 
Se

e 
th

e 
SA

FE
 s

ec
tio

n 
(p

.8
-9

) 
fo

r e
xa

m
pl

es
.

 
 I

f i
t i

ss
ue

d 
an

 o
rd

er
 fo

r y
ou

r h
ar

as
se

r t
o 

st
ay

 a
w

ay
 fr

om
  

 
 

yo
u 

(a
 n

o-
co

nt
ac

t o
rd

er
)?

  Y
ou

r s
ch

oo
l m

us
t t

el
l y

ou
 if

 it
  

 
 

ha
s 

is
su

ed
 a

 n
o-

co
nt

ac
t o

rd
er

 a
ga

in
st

 y
ou

r h
ar

as
se

r t
o 

 
 

 
pr

ot
ec

t y
ou

. I
t’s

 n
ot

 a
 “

FE
RP

A
 v

io
la

tio
n”

 o
r “

pr
iv

ac
y 

 
 

vi
ol

at
io

n”
 fo

r y
ou

r s
ch

oo
l t

o 
te

ll 
yo

u 
ab

ou
t i

t.

 If
 y

ou
r s

ch
oo

l t
hi

nk
s 

th
er

e’
s 

a 
sc

ho
ol

-w
id

e 
pa

tt
er

n 
of

  
 

 ha
ra

ss
m

en
t, 

di
d 

it 
te

ll 
bo

th
 o

f y
ou

 w
ha

t i
t w

ill
 d

o 
to

 m
ak

e 
 

al
l s

tu
de

nt
s 

sa
fe

r?
 F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 h
er

e 
ar

e 
so

m
e 

th
in

gs
 y

ou
r  

sc
ho

ol
 c

an
 d

o:
 

 R
em

in
d 

al
l s

tu
de

nt
s,

 p
ar

en
ts

, a
nd

 s
ch

oo
l s

ta
!

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
 

 
 

3P
’s

. R
em

em
be

r, 
th

e 
3P

’s
 a

re
 P

er
so

n,
 P

ol
ic

y,
 a

nd
 P

ro
ce

du
re

  
 

 
(s

ee
 p

.5
).

 
 T

ra
in

 a
ll 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
nd

 s
ta
!

 o
n 

ho
w

 to
 re

co
gn

iz
e 

an
d 

re
po

rt
  

 
 

se
xu

al
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t 
 

  C
on

du
ct

 a
n 

an
on

ym
ou

s 
su

rv
ey

 o
f a

ll 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

bo
ut

 th
ei

r 
ex

pe
rie

nc
es

 w
ith

 s
ex

ua
l h

ar
as

sm
en

t

10
11



1. 
 C

ol
le

ct
 e

vi
de

nc
e.

 If
 y

ou
 t

hi
nk

 y
ou

r 
sc

ho
ol

 is
n’

t 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

th
e 

la
w

, 
st

ar
t 

co
lle

ct
in

g 
ev

id
en

ce
 o

f t
he

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t 

an
d 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l’s

 r
es

po
ns

e.
 

Ta
ke

 p
ho

to
s.

 S
av

e 
em

ai
ls

 a
nd

 le
tt

er
s.

 T
ak

e 
no

te
s 

on
 a

ll 
m

ee
tin

gs
 a

nd
 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
ns

 t
ha

t 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 w

ith
 s

ch
oo

l s
ta
!

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t.

2.
  F

ile
 a

n 
ap

pe
al

. I
f y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
 d

ec
id

es
 t

ha
t 

yo
u 

w
er

en
’t 

ha
ra

ss
ed

,  
an

d 
yo

u’
re

 a
llo

w
ed

 t
o 

ap
pe

al
, u

se
 y

ou
r 

ev
id

en
ce

 t
o 

fil
e 

an
 a

pp
ea

l.

3.
  A

sk
 fo

r a
 b

et
te

r p
ol

ic
y.

 If
 y

ou
 lo

se
 y

ou
r 

ap
pe

al
 o

r 
ar

en
’t 

al
lo

w
ed

 t
o 

ap
pe

al
, l

oo
k 

fo
r 

ot
he

r 
pe

op
le

 in
 y

ou
r 

co
m

m
un

ity
 w

ho
 a

ls
o 

w
an

t 
to

 
m

ak
e 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l s

af
er

. T
og

et
he

r, 
yo

u 
ca

n:

 
• 

 M
ee

t 
w

ith
 y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
 o
"

ci
al

s,
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

yo
ur

 p
rin

ci
pa

l, 
Ti

tle
 IX

  
co

or
di

na
to

r, 
an

d 
sc

ho
ol

 b
oa

rd
 m

em
be

rs
. T

el
l t

he
m

 w
ha

t 
th

ey
’re

  
do

in
g 

rig
ht

 a
nd

 h
ow

 t
he

y 
ca

n 
do

 b
et

te
r 

(s
ee

 c
he

ck
lis

t 
on

 p
.5

-1
1)

. 

 
• 

 M
ee

t 
w

ith
 y

ou
r 

ci
ty

 o
r c

ou
nt

y 
co

un
ci

l. 
A

sk
 t

he
m

 t
o 

in
cr

ea
se

 fu
nd

in
g 

to
 t

ra
in

 s
ch

oo
ls

 o
n 

Ti
tle

 IX
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 fe
de

ra
l c

iv
il 

rig
ht

s 
la

w
s.

 
• 

 Ta
lk

 t
o 

th
e 

m
ed

ia
. I

f y
ou

 fe
el

 r
ea

dy
 t

o 
sh

ar
e 

yo
ur

 s
to

ry
 a

nd
 h

av
e 

 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 t
he

 r
is

k 
of

 r
et

al
ia

tio
n,

 a
sk

 a
n 

ad
ul

t 
yo

u 
tr

us
t 

to
 h

el
p 

 
yo

u 
ta

lk
 t

o 
a 

re
po

rt
er

.

4.
  T

al
k 

to
 a

 la
w

ye
r. 

Yo
u 

m
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

a 
le

ga
l c

as
e 

ag
ai

ns
t 

yo
ur

 s
ch

oo
l  

fo
r 

vi
ol

at
in

g 
Ti

tle
 IX

 o
r 

ot
he

r 
ci

vi
l r

ig
ht

s 
la

w
s.

 

N
at

io
na

l W
om

en
’s

 L
aw

 C
en

te
r 

R
es

ou
rc

es
Te

ll 
yo

ur
 s

ch
oo

l a
nd

 c
ity

/c
ou

nt
y 

o"
ci

al
s 

to
 c

al
l N

W
LC

 t
o 

le
ar

n 
m

or
e 

 
ab

ou
t 

cr
ea

tin
g 

be
tt

er
 p

ol
ic

ie
s 

on
 s

ex
ua

l h
ar

as
sm

en
t: 

(2
0

2)
 5

88
-5

18
0

.

V
is

it 
ou

r 
#

M
eT

oo
 w

eb
pa

ge
 (

ht
tp

s:
//

nw
lc

.o
rg

/M
eT

oo
) 

fo
r 

m
or

e 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

on
 h

ow
 t

o 
ad

dr
es

s 
se

xu
al

 h
ar

as
sm

en
t 

at
 s

ch
oo

l.

If 
yo

ur
 s

ch
oo

l w
on

’t 
w

or
k 

w
ith

 y
ou

, v
is

it 
N

W
LC

’s
 L

eg
al

 N
et

w
or

k 
fo

r  
G

en
de

r E
qu

ity
 (

ht
tp

s:
//

nw
lc

.o
rg

/l
eg

al
he

lp
) 

to
 g

et
 c

on
ne

ct
ed

 t
o 

la
w

ye
rs

 in
  

yo
ur

 s
ta

te
. T

he
se

 la
w

ye
rs

 h
av

e 
si

gn
ed

 u
p 

to
 g

iv
e 

yo
u 

a 
fr

ee
 c

on
su

lta
tio

n.
 

Th
ey

 c
an

 h
el

p 
yo

u 
fin

d 
ou

t 
if 

a 
la

w
su

it 
is

 p
os

si
bl

e.
 A

 la
w

su
it 

m
ay

  
co

nv
in

ce
 y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
 t

o 
ch

an
ge

 it
s 

po
lic

ie
s 

an
d 

pr
ac

tic
es

.

12

Is
 y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
 n

ot
  

   
   

   
   

   
  fo

llo
wi

ng
 th

e l
aw

?

1 
 A

m
er

ic
an

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

of
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 W
om

en
, C

ro
ss

in
g 

th
e 

Li
ne

: S
ex

ua
l H

ar
as

sm
en

t a
t S

ch
oo

l 1
1 (

20
11

), 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

at
 

ht
tp

s:
//

w
w

w
.a

au
w

.o
rg

/r
es

ea
rc

h/
cr

os
si

ng
-t

he
-li

ne
.

2 
 

 N
at

io
na

l W
om

en
’s

 L
aw

 C
en

te
r, 

Le
t H

er
 L

ea
rn

: S
to

pp
in

g 
Sc

ho
ol

 P
us

ho
ut

 fo
r G

irl
s 

W
ho

 H
av

e 
Su

!
er

ed
 H

ar
as

sm
en

t 
an

d 
Se

xu
al

 V
io

le
nc

e 
3 

(2
0

17
) 

[h
er

ei
na

ft
er

 N
W

LC
 S

ex
ua

l 
H

ar
as

sm
en

t R
ep

or
t]

, a
va

ila
bl

e 
at

 h
tt

ps
://

nw
lc

.o
rg

/r
es

ou
rc

es
/

st
op

pi
ng

-s
ch

oo
l-p

us
ho

ut
-f

or
-g

irl
s-

w
ho

-h
av

e-
su

!
er

ed
-

ha
ra

ss
m

en
t-

an
d-

se
xu

al
-v

io
le

nc
e.

3 
 

 N
at

io
na

l W
om

en
’s

 L
aw

 C
en

te
r, 

Le
t H

er
 L

ea
rn

: S
to

pp
in

g 
Sc

ho
ol

 P
us

ho
ut

 fo
r L

G
BT

Q
 G

irl
s 

3 
(2

0
17

), 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

at
  

ht
tp

s:
//

nw
lc

.o
rg

/r
es

ou
rc

es
/s

to
pp

in
g-

sc
ho

ol
-p

us
ho

ut
-f

or
- 

lg
bt

q-
gi

rls
 (

38
%

 o
f g

irl
s 

ag
es

 14
-1

8 
w

ho
 a

re
 L

G
B

TQ
 h

av
e 

be
en

 k
is

se
d 

or
 to

uc
he

d 
w

ith
ou

t t
he

ir 
co

ns
en

t)
.

4 
 

 N
at

io
na

l W
om

en
’s

 L
aw

 C
en

te
r, 

Le
t H

er
 L

ea
rn

: S
to

pp
in

g 
Sc

ho
ol

 P
us

ho
ut

 fo
r G

irl
s 

W
ho

 A
re

 P
re

gn
an

t o
r P

ar
en

tin
g 

12
 (

20
17

), 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

at
 h

tt
ps

://
nw

lc
.o

rg
/r

es
ou

rc
es

/s
to

pp
in

g-
sc

ho
ol

-p
us

ho
ut

-f
or

-g
irl

s-
w

ho
-a

re
-p

re
gn

an
t-

or
-p

ar
en

tin
g 

(5
6%

 o
f g

irl
s 

ag
es

 14
-1

8 
w

ho
 a

re
 p

re
gn

an
t o

r p
ar

en
tin

g 
 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
ki

ss
ed

 o
r t

ou
ch

ed
 w

ith
ou

t t
he

ir 
co

ns
en

t)
.

5 
 

 Se
e 

N
at

io
na

l W
om

en
’s

 L
aw

 C
en

te
r, 

Le
t H

er
 L

ea
rn

: S
to

pp
in

g 
Sc

ho
ol

 P
us

ho
ut

 fo
r G

irl
s 

w
ith

 D
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

7 
(2

0
17

), 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

at
 h

tt
ps

://
nw

lc
.o

rg
/r

es
ou

rc
es

/s
to

pp
in

g-
sc

ho
ol

-p
us

ho
ut

-f
or

-
gi

rls
-w

ith
-d

is
ab

ili
tie

s 
(c

hi
ld

re
n 

w
ith

 d
is

ab
ili

tie
s 

ar
e 

2.
9x

 m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 b

e 
se

xu
al

ly
 a

bu
se

d)
.

6 
 

 D
av

id
 L

is
ak

 e
t a

l.,
 F

al
se

 A
lle

ga
tio

ns
 o

f S
ex

ua
l A

ss
au

lt:
 A

n 
A

na
ly

si
s 

of
 T

en
 Y

ea
rs

 o
f R

ep
or

te
d 

C
as

es
, 1

6(
12

) 
V

IO
LE

N
C

E 
A

G
A

IN
ST

 W
O

M
EN

 13
18

 (
20

10
), 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
at

 h
tt

ps
://

w
w

w
.n

cb
i.n

lm
.

ni
h.

go
v/

pu
bm

ed
/2

11
64

21
0

 (
pr

ev
al

en
ce

 o
f f

al
se

  
al

le
ga

tio
ns

 is
 2

%
-1

0
%

).

7 
 

 N
W

LC
 S

ex
ua

l H
ar

as
sm

en
t R

ep
or

t, 
su

pr
a 

no
te

 2
, a

t 8
.

8 
 

 So
m

e 
sc

ho
ol

 d
is

tr
ic

ts
 a

re
 a

rg
ui

ng
 in

 c
ou

rt
 th

at
 h

ar
as

sm
en

t 
ba

se
d 

on
 s

ex
ua

l o
rie

nt
at

io
n 

or
 g

en
de

r i
de

nt
ity

 is
 n

ot
  

co
ve

re
d 

by
 T

itl
e 

IX
.

https://www.aauw.org/research/crossing-the-line/
https://nwlc.org/resources/stopping-school-pushout-for-girls-who-have-suffered-harassment-and-sexual-violence
https://nwlc.org/resources/stopping-school-pushout-for-girls-who-have-suffered-harassment-and-sexual-violence
https://nwlc.org/resources/stopping-school-pushout-for-girls-who-have-suffered-harassment-and-sexual-violence
https://nwlc.org/resources/stopping-school-pushout-for-lgbtq-girls/
https://nwlc.org/resources/stopping-school-pushout-for-lgbtq-girls/
https://nwlc.org/resources/%20stopping-school-pushout-for-girls-who-are-pregnant-or-parenting/
https://nwlc.org/resources/%20stopping-school-pushout-for-girls-who-are-pregnant-or-parenting/
https://nwlc.org/resources/stopping-school-pushout-for-girls-with-disabilities/
https://nwlc.org/resources/stopping-school-pushout-for-girls-with-disabilities/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21164210
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21164210


Together, we can build better, safer, and fairer schools.

(FPO Recycle Bug, Union Bug)

11 Dupont Circle NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036
Phone: (202) 588-5180      
Fax: (202) 588-5185
Email: info@nwlc.org      
Website: nwlc.org

Request hard copies of this toolkit at LetHerLearn.org.

Acknowledgements
Author: Elizabeth Tang

Design and Production: Beth Stover
We gratefully acknowledge the following Center colleagues who provided leadership  

and editorial assistance: Emily Martin, Neena Chaudhry, Adaku Onyeka-Crawford, Shiwali Patel,  
Alexandra Brodsky, Sabrina Stevens, Kayla Patrick, and Maggie Hagen.

This toolkit would not have been possible without the generous support of the NoVo Foundation.

© October 2018


